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LDAO SEAC CIRCULAR

September 2014
The Learning Disabilities Association of Ontario (LDAO) SEAC Circular is published 5 times a year, in September, November, February, April and June.

The following are some topics that your SEAC should be looking at. Action items and/or recommendations for effective practices will be underlined.

Feel free to share any of this information or the attachments with other SEAC members.  As always, when you are planning to introduce a motion for the consideration of SEAC, it is particularly important that you share all related background items with your fellow SEAC reps.
The topics covered by this SEAC Circular:
1. Revised PPM 8: Identification of and Program Planning for Students with Learning Disabilities

2. Planning for the SEAC year
3. New SEAC terms

4. People for Education Measuring What Matters survey

5. New Parent Engagement resources from CODE

List of Supplementary Materials:

1. Memo from the Deputy Minister on PPM 8

2. PPM 8

3. PAAC on SEAC Calendar 2014-15

Note: You can access SEAC supplementary materials at
www.ldao.ca/about/public-policy-advocacy/seac-circulars/. 
You can access Ministry memos by date at: http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/policyfunding/memos/
1. Revised PPM 8: Identification of and Program Planning for Students with Learning Disabilities

LDAO enthusiastically welcomes the announcement by the Special Education Policy & Programs Branch of the revised Policy/Program Memorandum 8: Identification of and Program Planning for Students with Learning Disabilities. The previous PPM 8 on Learning Disabilities was published in 1982 and the field of learning disabilities has seen major advancements since that time.  In 2011 the ministry convened a Learning Disabilities Working Group comprised of educators, internationally recognized researchers, psychologists and key stakeholders, including LDAO, to inform the development of the revised PPM and a resource document for educators.

The Definition of the term Learning Disability in the revised PPM is consistent with key concepts of the LDAO Definition of Learning Disabilities, developed through an extensive consultation process in 2001. While many school boards, in addition to Ontario postsecondary institutions, have been informally using the LDAO definition, the key concepts are now part of the ministry definition to be used for identification of students with learning disabilities through the IPRC process. 

In addition to updating the definition, the revised PPM provides direction on Recognition and identification of Learning Disabilities (including Early and ongoing screening, and Assessments) and on Program Planning for students with learning disabilities. As stated in the memo to Directors of Education, the revised PPM “reflects the advancement in research and developments in special education policies and school board practices in supporting students with learning disabilities”.

The ministry is organizing information sessions for Superintendents of Special Education and intends to release Guidelines for the Delivery of Special Education Programs and Services for Students with Learning Disabilities in the 2015-16 school year. In addition, the ministry is funding LDAO to develop online research-based resources, webinars, and podcasts (LD@school/TA@l’école) and funded the very successful Educator’s Institute, Demystifying Learning Disabilities in the Classroom, on August 27, 2014.
The requirements of the revised PPM 8 will take effect January 2, 2015, and LDAO SEAC members should ask their school boards how they plan to implement the PPM. 
An announcement by LDAO for distribution can be downloaded at New Ministry of Education Policy on Learning Disabilities

2. Planning for the SEAC year
The PAAC on SEAC Effective Practices Handbook outlines effective practices to help SEACs develop an annual plan supporting effective SEAC member participation in the school board planning cycle (see: www.paac-seac.ca/wp-content/uploads/Section-3-SEAC-Roles-Responsibilities.pdf). 
Each year PAAC creates a PAAC on SEAC calendar with important dates and reminders, in order to facilitate such planning. The 2014-15 version is attached. 


3. New SEAC terms

The terms of SEAC members end in November 2014 and school boards require letters of nomination for SEAC membership for the new term (2014-2018)  The process and deadlines for letters of nominations will vary, and typically, the SEAC members for the new term are appointed at one of the first meetings of the Board of Trustees after December 1, 2014
The school board should provide all current SEAC members, and eligible organizations, with information on the SEAC member nomination process in early fall. This should be an agenda item for the first or second SEAC meeting.


4. People for Education Measuring What Matters survey

People for Education is engaged in a five-year project to broaden the Canadian definition of school success, as current measures of success in education are viewed as too narrow and don’t take into account the range of skills that graduates and our society really need. 

The project will include extensive public consultations, pilot programs in Ontario schools and ongoing research by a group of expert scholars including Charles Ungerleider, former BC Deputy Minister of Education; Dr. Bruce Ferguson, SickKids Hospital; Dr. Rena Upitis, Queen’s University; Dr. Stuart Shanker, York University; Dr. Alan Sears, University of New Brunswick; Nina Bascia, OISE/UT; and the People for Education research team.
The project is supported by a range of organizations and individuals, including the Counselling Foundation of Canada, Ontario’s Ministries of Education, Health, and Children and Youth Services, the Higher Education Quality Council of Ontario, the Webster Foundation, and the Atkinson Foundation.  
The brief survey, in French and English, www.peopleforeducation.ca/measuring-what-matters/survey, is meant to be shared with as wide an audience as possible. SEAC members can fill in the survey themselves and help with publicizing it. Results from the polling, focus groups conducted in Ontario schools, and the work of the expert scholars will be announced at the People for Education Annual Conference in November.

5. New Parent Engagement resources from CODE

The Council of Ontario Directors of Education, with funding from the Ontario Ministry of Education, has developed a series of resources to encourage parent engagement. 
Parent Tool Kit and Parent Tool Kit: Teen Edition contain ideas gathered from families and community members to help parents engage in the learning of their children and teens.
Planning Parent Engagement was designed as a guidebook to accompany the Parent Tool Kit.
Parent Toolkit: Relationships was developed to support parents as they guide their children in developing healthy relationships and creating positive school climates in which to grow and learn. Contributors included Jean Clinton, Bruce Ferguson, Mary Gordon, and Debra Pepler. 
A Guidebook for Parents and Teachers: Relationships has been developed to help parent groups and schools support the use of the Parent Toolkit: Relationships
All the documents can be downloaded free of charge from the website: www.ontariodirectors.ca/parent_engagement.html.  
Questions?  E-mail Diane Wagner at dianew@LDAO.ca or call (416) 929-4311 Ex. 22
Have a great start to the school year!
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