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LDAO SEAC CIRCULAR
  September 2012

Welcome to the 2012-13 school year.  
The Learning Disabilities Association of Ontario (LDAO) SEAC Circular is published 5 times a year, in September, November, February, April and June.

The following are some topics that your SEAC should be looking at in the next couple of months.  As usual action items will be underlined, and summarized at the end. Suggestions for Effective practices will appear in red.
Feel free to share any of this information or the attachments with other SEAC members.  As always, when you are planning to introduce a motion for the consideration of SEAC, it is particularly important that you share all related background items with your fellow SEAC reps.

The topics covered by this SEAC Circular:
1. PAAC on SEAC website and Annual Calendar
2. Board Improvement Plans for Student Achievement
3. PRO Grants and Parent Involvement Committee handbook
4. MACSE Community Consultation

5. Learning Disabilities Working Group update

6. LDAO Postsecondary Position Paper

List of Supplementary Materials:

1. PAAC website announcement
2. PAAC on SEAC Annual Calendar 2012-13

3. BIPS Memo Sept. 2012

4. MACSE Meeting Highlights June 2012

5. MACSE community consultation form

6. Accommodating Students with Learning Disabilities in Postsecondary Studies


1. PAAC on SEAC website and Annual Calendar
The new PAAC on SEAC website is up and running!  An announcement is attached, which you can share with your fellow SEAC members. The website contains the 2012-13 version of the PAAC on SEAC annual calendar (also attached), which can be used for planning monthly SEAC agendas.
The PAAC on SEAC Effective Practices Handbook for SEAC Members 2010 is still a very good resource, and can be found on the PAAC on SEAC website as well.

2. Board Improvement Plans for Student Achievement
On September 7, 2012 a memo was sent to Directors of Education (attached) announcing ongoing discussions with school boards about challenges and effective strategies for implementation of BIPSAs. School board BIPSA teams were asked to share implementation accomplishments from 2011-12 and evidence for these.  School boards have access to a 2012 BIPSA Improvement Planning Assessment Tool and to a sample Expected Results Template.
2012-13 Board Improvement Plans for Student Achievement are to be submitted to the Ministry by October 31st, 2012.  SEACs should ask for a presentation on the BIPSA discussions at the September Regional meetings (see memo) and on the special education goals in their 2012-13 BIPSA.

3. PRO Grants and Parent Involvement Committee handbook
On August 30, 2012 there was an announcement of the successful Parents Reaching Out (PRO) grants. 

Announced at the same time were two documents that could be of use to SEAC members: 
Tips for running effective Parent Involvement Committee (PIC) Meetings and 
Making a Difference: A practical handbook for Parent Involvement Committee members

4. MACSE community consultation form

Highlights of the June MACSE meeting are attached. The next meeting dates are October 10 & 11, 2012.  The attached MACSE community collaboration form will be used to gather information on successful practices, challenges/issues and possible solutions/future directions. There does not seem to be a survey monkey version this time, so please pass on any input on learning disabilities issues to me by September 28th. 

5. Learning Disabilities Working Group update
The September meeting of the LD Working Group has been postponed until October 30th.

6. LDAO Postsecondary Position Paper
On June 26th LDAO SEAC members were sent LDAO’s new position paper, Accommodating Students with Learning Disabilities in Postsecondary Studies. The position paper addresses the provision of accommodations at the postsecondary level for students with LDs and effective transitions for these students from secondary to postsecondary institutions.
The document has been distributed to the Ministry of Training, Colleges & Universities (MTCU) Universities and Colleges Units, the Inter-University Disabilities Issues Association (IDIA), the College Committee on Disabilities Issues (CCDI), the Ontario School Counsellors Association (OSCA), the Ontario Council for Administrators in Special Education (OCASE), the Association of Chief Psychologist for Ontario School Boards (ACPOSB), the Minister’s Advisory Council on Special Education (MACSE) and the Special Education Policy & Programs Branch (SEPPB).
Since the document was sent at the end of the school year, I am resending it for presentation at SEAC, and to share with appropriate departments at your school board. 

ACTION ITEMS
· Ask for a presentation on the BIPSA discussions at the September Regional meetings (see memo) and on the special education goals in the 2012-13 BIPSA.

· LDAO reps tasked to pass on input to Diane Wagner for the MACSE community consultation form by September 30th. 

· LDAO reps asked to present the new LDAO position paper on postsecondary accommodations and transitions to their SEAC, and to distribute it to relevant departments, e.g. Guidance, Student Success and Special Education. 

Questions?  E-mail: Diane Wagner at dianew@LDAO.ca or call (416) 929-4311 Ex. 22
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