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The Learning Disabilities Association of Ontario (LDAO) SEAC Circular is published 5 times a year, in September, November, February, April and June.

The following are some topics that your SEAC should be looking at. Action items and/or recommendations for effective practices will be underlined.

Feel free to share any of this information or the attachments with other SEAC members.  As always, when you are planning to introduce a motion for the consideration of SEAC, it is particularly important that you share all related background items with your fellow SEAC reps.

The topics covered by this SEAC Circular:
1. PAAC on SEAC survey

2. Learning for All, K-12 (2013)
3. People for Education report

4. LDAO Educators Institute


List of Supplementary Materials:

1. Letter to SEAC chairs about PAAC survey

2. LDAO response to People for Education report

3. LDAO Educators Institute flyer


1. PAAC on SEAC survey
On May 2, 2014 I sent out to LDAO SEAC members information and a link to a PAAC on SEAC survey on SEAC effectiveness. We have not received a great many responses yet to the survey, and the deadline is June 13th, so please go into the survey personally and remind other SEAC members about it. I have attached again the letter that was sent to SEAC Chairs.
The links are:
www.surveymonkey.com/s/YXYNN2Z    ENGLISH 

www.surveymonkey.com/s/G3CVMWG   FRENCH 


2. Learning for All, K–12 (2013)
A memo was sent to Directors of Education on April 28, 2014 advising them that a revised version of Learning for All, K-12 is now on the Ministry website, along with Learning for All K-12 Regional Project Reports that outline the professional learning activities that took place in school boards across the province in 2010-13, highlight effective practices and resources developed during this period. According to the memo, Learning for All, K-12 (2013) reflects the valuable feedback provided by the stakeholder groups and the learning of school boards, in particular the enhancement of student engagement and collaborative inquiry. The memo can be found at: www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/policyfunding/memos/april2014/ElectronicLearnForAll.pdf

3. People for Education report
The annual People for Education report on Special Education created a lot of interest in the media (www.peopleforeducation.ca/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/special-education-2014-WEB.pdf). LDAO prepared a response which is attached and also on our website: www.ldao.ca/ldao-responds-to-people-for-education-report/. PAAC on SEAC will be talking about the report at our meeting on June 25th, and there are some areas where we would like feedback from SEAC members.

How does your school board track the number of students on waiting lists for professional assessment, and the length of time students wait for assessments? Does this include students that a school cannot refer because the number of referrals per year is capped? 

Does your school board track how many students with special education needs are sent home and are considered to have an informal suspension, and/or how many students are attending for part of the day on a modified school day?  As was indicated in the report many times this is due to the fact the school board does not have the capacity to support the individual student needs.

If you have feedback on either of these two areas please get it to me by June 23rd. 


4. LDAO Educators Institute
In the February SEAC Circular I told you about LD@school / TA@ l’école, bilingual websites which feature evidence-based, evidence-informed and practice-informed approaches, practices and strategies that can be put directly to use in the classroom. This Ministry of Education funded project also includes an exciting summer conference for educators, the Educators Institute, which has renowned speakers from across Canada as well as the U.S. I have attached a flyer that should be distributed widely to educators, and it may help to publicize the event at SEAC.
Questions?  E-mail Diane Wagner at dianew@LDAO.ca or call (416) 929-4311 Ex. 22
Have a great summer!
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