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LDAO SEAC CIRCULAR
June 2011

It’s finally June and the weather is finally improving!  Thank you to all SEAC reps and alternates for their commitment over the last few months. 

The Learning Disabilities Association of Ontario (LDAO) SEAC Circular is published 5 times a year, in September, November, February, April and June.  

The following are some topics that your SEAC should be looking at in the next couple of months.  As usual action items will be underlined, and summarized at the end. Suggestions for Effective practices will appear in red.
Feel free to share any of this information or the attachments with other SEAC members.  As always, when you are planning to introduce a motion for the consideration of SEAC, it is particularly important that you share all related background items with your fellow SEAC reps.
The topics covered by this SEAC Circular:
1. Board Improvement Plan

2. Special Education Budget
3. Special Education Report

4. Learning Disabilities Review

5. Placement decision-making criteria
List of Supplementary Materials:

1. Special Education Funding Memo May 2011

2. Special Education Programs & Services Memo Apr 11

3. Special Education Report Checklist 2011
1. Board Improvement Plan
A reminder to LDAO SEAC reps to send to LDAO a copy of their board’s latest Board Improvement Plan for Student Achievement when it is available. 
2. Special Education Budget

By now your SEAC should have been reviewing the draft budget for special education.  The latest Memo to Directors on special education funding (attached) goes over the minor changes to funding in the 2011-12 year, which were part of the Draft Technical Paper (see April SEAC Circular). The memo also outlines plans for a Spring 2011 Special Education Review, designed to examine reasons for variation in board reporting of students with special educaiton needs. The review will look at reporting practices related to students receiving special education programs and services, and look at SEA Per-pupil and claims-based funding processes. Any feedback to school boards as a result of this review should be shared with their SEACs.
3. Special Education Report
SEACs should be reviewing their board’s draft Special Education Report for 2011. A memo and a revised 2011 checklist from the Ministry is attached. It includes an additional category:
Protocol for Partnerships with External Agencies for Provision of Services by Regulated Health Professionals, Regulated Social Service Professionals, and Paraprofessionals (PPM 149) posted on school board website. 

4. Learning Disabilities Review
The Special Education Policy and Programs Branch has indicated that it will be launching an initiative to develop guidelines for programs and services for students with learning disabilities. A Working Group will be formed and will begin meeting in the next couple of months.

5. Placement decision-making criteria
An LDAO SEAC representative has asked if any school boards have developed a set of criteria, or rubric, for decision-making on type of placement for students with learning disabilities. The suggestion was made that such a framework would help with accountability, consistency and transparency to parents. Of course any such rubric would need to be flexible, since students with learning disabilities have such individual needs. That being said, do any of your school boards have a framework that states what specific student criteria are required for placements such as in-class support, withdrawal support and self-contained?  Possible criteria might include such factors as severity of deficits in psychological processes, delays in acquisition of academic skills, required intensity of remediation, required technology supports. Please get back to me if you know of a placement decision-making framework that your board uses. 

ACTION ITEMS

· LDAO SEAC reps to send to LDAO a copy of their board’s latest Board Improvement Plan for Student Achievement when it is available.

· Ask your school board to share any feedback it receives as a result of the Special Education Review.
·  SEACs should be reviewing their board’s draft Special Education Report for 2011.
· Get back to me if you know of a placement decision-making framework that your board uses.
Questions?  E-mail:  Diane Wagner at dianew@ldao.ca or call (416) 929-4311 Ex. 22
1

