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Welcome to all new SEAC reps and alternates, and welcome back to the faithful who have recommitted for another term.  
The Learning Disabilities Association of Ontario (LDAO) SEAC Circular is published 5 times a year, in September, November, February, April and June.  

The following are some topics that your SEAC should be looking at in the next couple of months.  As usual action items will be underlined, and summarized at the end. Suggestions for Effective practices will appear in red.
Feel free to share any of this information or the attachments with other SEAC members.  As always, when you are planning to introduce a motion for the consideration of SEAC, it is particularly important that you share all related background items with your fellow SEAC reps.
The topics covered by this SEAC Circular:
1. PAAC on SEAC Effective Practices Handbook

2. PAAC on SEAC Calendar
3. Board Improvement Planning for Student Achievement
4. Bill 82

5. Review of School Health Support Services

List of Supplementary Materials:

1. PAAC on SEAC Calendar 10-11
2. Sample Literacy SMART Goal
3. Sample Pathways SMART Goal
4. Bill 82 letter from Minister Dombrowsky
5. LDAO Celebrates the 30th Anniversary of Bill 82
6. Recommendations from School Health Support Services Review
1. PAAC on SEAC Effective Practices Handbook
For all new SEAC reps and alternates, the PAAC on SEAC Effective Practices Handbook will be a comprehensive resource for you in learning how SEAC works and can work effectively. CD versions of the handbook were mailed to SEAC chairs, c/o their Special Education Departments in November, and Ministry Regional offices were to distribute electronic versions to school boards.  It is our hope that school boards will print out enough copies for all members of SEAC.  If your SEAC members have not received copies, ask your SEAC chair to request this from the board.

Some SEACs are having presentations on the Handbook in one or more meetings. If you would like a PowerPoint on the Handbook to use in a presentation, please contact me (see contact information below). 

Copies of the PAAC on SEAC Effective Practices Handbook can be downloaded from www.ldao.ca/the-paac-on-seac-effective-practices-handbook/. With the appendices the handbook is 108 pages long, but you can look at it section by section. When you open the PDF you can select the icon on the left that looks like a turning page. This will bring up an index of links to the various sections of the handbook. If the icon does not appear when you open the document, try right clicking.
2. PAAC on SEAC Calendar

For the sake of new SEAC members and as a reminder to continuing members, I am resending the PAAC on SEAC Calendar 10-11 which was sent with the September SEAC Circular. This is the time of year to be discussing any proposed changes to special education programs and services, as well as looking at how goals for students with special education needs are being incorporated into Board Improvement Planning for Student Achievement.
3. Board Improvement Planning for Student Achievement
School boards are working to incorporate goals for students with special education needs into their Board Improvement Plans for Student Achievement. I have attached two sample goals created by the Ministry Special Education Policy & Programs Branch, one for improving student literacy and one to do with student transitions (Pathways). SEACs can ask their boards for a presentation to SEAC on the Board Improvement Planning process and ask if they are using these samples as guides in incorporating goals for students with special education needs. 
4. Bill 82
December 2010 was the 30th anniversary of the passing of Bill 82, which was landmark legislation in the field of special education. I have attached a letter from Minister Dombrowsky about the anniversary, as well as LDAO’s statement, which is on our website as well at 

www.ldao.ca/ldao-celebrates-the-30th-anniversary-of-bill-82/.   
5. Review of School Health Support Services
The Ministry of Health & Long-Term Care (MOHLTC) has been working in partnership with the Ministries of Children & Youth Services (MCYS) and Education (EDU) on a review of Community Care Access Centres (CCACs) School Health Support Services (SHSS). The review, carried out by Deloitte and Touche, LLP (Deloitte) was focused on the following objectives:

· Assess whether clients are able to access and are receiving high quality services; 

· Identify the strengths and weaknesses of the program’s delivery and any areas in which it could be improved; 

· Identify whether the strengths are aligned with the program’s mandate; 

· Investigate whether current client care models utilized by service provider agencies are consistent with research evidence and best practices; and  

· Consider how SHSS can best serve students and their families, and whether proposed changes would benefit the students who use the services.
The final report on the review by Deloitte was recently released and can be read at 
www.health.gov.on.ca/english/public/contact/ccac/docs/deloitte_shss_review_report.pdf. The report itself is 92 pages long, but I have attached a summary of the recommendations. 
A brief electronic survey has been posted so that interested individuals can submit feedback on Deloitte’s recommendations contained in the report. The survey will remain on the website for 60 days, until March 27, 2011. The links to the English and French surveys are:
www.surveymonkey.com/s/SHSS   www.surveymonkey.com/s/SHSSFR
SEACs can ask for a report on their school board’s response to the report.
ACTION ITEMS
· If your SEAC members have not received copies of the PAAC on SEAC Effective Practices Handbook, ask your SEAC chair to request this from the school board.
· Ask for a presentation to SEAC on the Board Improvement Planning process and how goals for students with special education needs are being incorporated.
· SEACs can ask for a report on their school board’s response to the final report on the School Health Support Services Review.
Questions? 

E-mail:  Diane Wagner at dianew@ldao.ca or call (416) 929-4311 Ex. 22
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