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LDAO SEAC CIRCULAR

April 2015
The Learning Disabilities Association of Ontario (LDAO) SEAC Circular is published 5 times a year, in September, November, February, April and June.

The following are some topics that your SEAC should be looking at. Action items and/or recommendations for effective practices will be underlined.

Feel free to share any of this information or the attachments with other SEAC members.  As always, when you are planning to introduce a motion for the consideration of SEAC, it is particularly important that you share all related background items with your fellow SEAC reps.


The topics covered by this SEAC Circular:
1. Special Education Budget

2. Education Programs for Students in Government Approved Care and/or Treatment, Custody and Correctional (CTCC) Facilities
3. Special Education Planning
 
4. Special Needs Strategy
5. Mental Health & Addictions Resources for Educators
6. SEAC Conference


List of Supplementary Materials:

1. CTCC Facilities Memo

2. Special Needs Strategy Memo

3. Mental Health & Addictions Resources Memo


Note: You can access SEAC supplementary materials at
www.ldao.ca/about/public-policy-advocacy/seac-circulars/. 
You can access Ministry memos by date at: http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/policyfunding/memos/
1. Special Education Budget

On March 26th the Ministry released funding information on the Grants for Student Needs Funding for 2015-16 as well as a specific memo on Special Education Funding in 2015-16.

This year there is also a new funding guide, 2015-16 Education Funding: A Guide to the Grants for Student Needs.
Specific school board funding projections for all funding grants can be found in School Board Funding Projections for the 2015-16 School Year. It is important for SEACs to have a complete picture of all the funding envelopes their board receives (including the Pupil Foundation Grant) when looking at Special Education budget planning. 
The Special Education Grant structure is similar to 2014-15, except for a decrease in the proportion of the High Needs Amount (HNA) that is based on historical (legacy) Per Pupil Amounts – 50% instead of 75% in 2014-15. This factor is being phased out over 4 years. At the same time there is an increase in the proportion of funding through the Special Education Statistical Prediction Model (SESPM) and the Measures of Variability (MOV). The Base Amount for Collaboration and Integration, introduced last year, will remain the same.
Details of how the SESPM and the MOV are calculated can be found in the Special Education Funding Memo. There were no announced changes to the basic Special Education per Pupil Amount (SEPPA), the Special Equipment Amount (SEA) or the Special Incidence Portion (SIP). At this point there do not seem to be new guidelines documents posted for SEA or SIP.
SEACs should ask for a presentation on their board’s proposed Special Education Budget 

In order to participate in the board’s annual budget process and review the financial statements of the board relating to special education, SEAC members should be provided with full detailed information regarding the funding of special education programs and services by the school board, including:
-- the number of students in the board and the number of exceptional students
-- the total allocation of funds,
-- the special education allocation
-- the funds required to meet the needs of identified exceptional students, in accordance with the programs and services described in the board’s special education plan.


2. Education Programs for Students in Government Approved Care and/or Treatment, Custody and Correctional (CTCC) Facilities
The Special Education Grant contains a Facilities Amount (FA) which funds education programs for students in government approved care and/or treatment, custody and correctional (CTCC) facilities. School boards can apply for funding for existing approved programs, but also this year they can submit applications for the new Enhanced Education and Treatment (EET) Programs for children and youth in care and treatment facilities. These programs will address identified system and local needs, particularly Francophone students, students who are First Nations, Métis and Inuit, students with Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (FASD) and students in rural, remote and under-served communities.  The programs will integrate health support services from professionals such as Speech Language Pathologists, Occupational Therapists, Physiotherapists, Psychologists, as well as supports from Social Workers, Child and Youth Workers and/or Communication Disorders Workers Assistants. 
Program applications for new and existing education programs in Community Based Youth Justice (CBYJ) Facilities are also being accepted.
SEACs should ask for information on any applications their school board is making this year for new CCTC programs.


3. Special Education Planning
SEACS should be continuing to review proposed changes to school board special education programs and services, in preparation for making recommendations on the Special Education Report that the board will submit to the Ministry.

4. Special Needs Strategy
In the February SEAC Circular there was information on the Special Needs Strategy being developed by the Ministries of Education, Children & Youth Services, Community & Social Services, and Health & Long Term Care.  The Ministries issued an memo on February 11, 2015 clarifying the provision of services during the Special Needs Strategy Proposal Development Period: “As District School Boards and agencies/organizations work together in local communities to develop proposals for the Special Needs Strategy, we expect that existing service capacity and service levels for children and youth with special needs and their families be maintained.” 

5. Mental Health & Addictions Resources for Educators

In a memo sent to Directors of Education on February 25, 2015 there is an outline of resources available to educators on mental health and addictions. Included is a link to presentations made at the Summer Institute on Leading Mentally Healthy Schools (http://smh-assist.ca/category/school-leaders/).  There are presentations by notable speakers, and of particular interest, one on Family Engagement from the Family Perspective by Sarah Cannon of Parents for Children’s Mental Health.
6. SEAC Conference
On February 10, 2015 a memo was sent to SEAC Chairs and SEACs inviting them to send up to 5 participants to attend a SEAC Provincial Conference to be held in Toronto on Saturday May 2, 2015. Some of you may be representing your SEAC at the conference, and I hope to see you there as I will be at a PAAC on SEAC table. PAAC on SEAC will also be making a presentation. SEACs should ask for some type of presentation or information sharing from their representatives after the conference.

Questions?  Email Diane Wagner at dianew@LDAO.ca or call (416) 929-4311 Ex. 22
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