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Spring is (almost) here and SEACs should be gearing up for reviewing special education plans and budgets. A lot has been happening since the last SEAC Circular in early February. We welcome the new Minister of Education, Liz Sandals, who had previously been a Parliamentary Assistant in Education as well as Chair of the Safe Schools Task Force. Minister Sandals has been very busy working on renewing a collaborative relationship with teachers. 
The Learning Disabilities Association of Ontario (LDAO) SEAC Circular is published 5 times a year, in September, November, February, April and June.

The following are some topics that your SEAC should be looking at in the next couple of months.  As usual action items will be underlined, and summarized at the end. Suggestions for effective practices will appear in red.

Feel free to share any of this information or the attachments with other SEAC members.  As always, when you are planning to introduce a motion for the consideration of SEAC, it is particularly important that you share all related background items with your fellow SEAC reps.


The topics covered by this SEAC Circular:
1. Special Education Planning


2.   Special Education Budget

3.   Special Equipment Amount

List of Supplementary Materials:

1. Special Education Grant 13-14
Note: You can access SEAC supplementary materials at
www.ldao.ca/about/public-policy-advocacy/seac-circulars/. 
You can access Ministry memos by date at: www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/policyfunding/memos/.
 
1. Special Education Planning

SEACS should be continuing to review proposed changes to school board special education programs and services, in preparation for making recommendations on the Special Education Report that the board will submit to the Ministry.

2. Special Education Budget
On March 27th the Ministry released funding information on the 2013–14 Grants for Student Needs (GSN), as well as the 2013–14 board-by-board allocations for Education Programs – Other (EPO) and Full-day Kindergarten (FDK).  The full funding Technical Paper can be found at www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/funding/1314/Technical13_14.pdf, and I have attached a copy of the Special Education Grant section. There do not appear to be major changes.
SEACs should be asking for a presentation on their board’s proposed Special Education Budget.
Board by board allocations of 2013-14 Funding in addition to Grants for Student Needs can be found at: Appendix: Board by Board Allocations 
This includes funding for initiatives such as Safe & Accepting Schools, the Mental Health & Addictions Strategy, and the Student Support Leadership Project.  
3. Special Equipment Amount
The Special Education Funding Guidelines: Special Equipment Amount (SEA), 2013-14 have been posted. There is now a specific requirement that “assessments must include a description of the condition the equipment is meant to address and a functional recommendation regarding the specific types of equipment the student requires to address his or her strengths and needs.”
The Guidelines also state that “Boards will develop an internal process that equitably allocates the per-pupil amount, claims amount and an internal board contribution to support student needs in an equitable and timely fashion. Boards must internally allocate sufficient funding (in addition to SEA funding) to meet these needs and ensure that all students with special education needs who require equipment have access to appropriate equipment.” SEACs should be informed about the process used by their school board to allocate SEA funding for equipment, and should look at whether that process is transparent to parents.

ACTION ITEMS
· review proposed changes to school board special education programs and services
· ask for a presentation on your board’s proposed Special Education Budget 
· review board process for allocating SEA funding, and look at transparency to parents


Questions?  E-mail Diane Wagner at dianew@LDAO.ca or call (416) 929-4311 Ex. 22
1

