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Achieving Excellence – A Renewed Vision for Education in Ontario, April 2014, is the 

Ministry of Education’s response to the wide consultation process in the fall of 2013, Building 

the Next Phase in Ontario's Education Strategy –“Great to Excellent”. In their new 

document, the Ministry set renewed goals for the future of education, which build on and 

enhance the three current priorities: 

 Achieving Excellence (enhancing ‘increasing student achievement’) 

 Ensuring Equity (enhancing ‘closing gaps in student achievement’) 

 Promoting Well-Being 

 Enhancing Public Confidence (enhancing ‘increasing public confidence’) 

The third goal builds on the Ministry’s initiatives in promoting mental and physical health, and 

accepting schools. 

The Plan of Action for ensuring equity includes commitments to: 

 Intervene in a timely and effective way to children and students who are struggling. 

 Support the accurate and up-to-date identification of children and youth with special 

education needs. 

 Increase the integration of education services with services delivered by other ministries 

and community partners for children and youth with special needs. 

While these particular commitments are of particular importance to students with learning 

disabilities and their families, there are other commitments that would have a positive effect as 

well, if implemented. The full report can be read at: 

www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/about/excellent.html. 

 

AODA Issues 

As part of her mandatory independent review of the implementation and effectiveness of the 

Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act (AODA), Dean Mayo Moran has been holding 

consultation meetings around the province. There is also an opportunity for anyone to submit 

confidential feedback or a written submission through the website aodareview.utoronto.ca by 

June 1st. There are no specific questions or guidelines for submission however. Anyone who has 

had positive or negative experiences with implementation of the Information & Communication 

Standards or the Employment Standards, should consider submitting feedback.  

 

People for Education Special Education Report 

LDAO commends People for Education for bringing forward issues relating to access to special 

education supports and services in Ontario, in their Special Education Report released on April 
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28, 2014. We agree with their statement that “Receiving timely and appropriate support is 

critical to the success of students with special education needs”.  

LDAO shares the concerns raised about equitable access to psychoeducational assessments, 

but we understand that there are many factors involved in this issue. For example, creative 

solutions need to be found for timely provision of psychological and other professional services 

in northern and rural areas of Ontario.  

The upcoming changes to special education funding may lead to greater equity, although it is 

too early to judge the results. We do agree that “without more information on the effectiveness 

of a range of special education programs and supports, and without more consistent standards 

across school boards, it may be difficult to judge”.   

LDAO supports the People for Education recommendation to: “develop a framework to support 

ongoing evaluation of special education services, which should include common definitions for a 

range of special education services”, and to “standardize processes for assessment, 

identification and placement to provide adequate, timely and equitable services and access to 

education for every Ontario child”. 

The recommendation for a special education ombudsman is an idea that merits further 

exploration.  

To read the full People for Education Report:  

www.peopleforeducation.ca/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/special-education-2014-WEB.pdf  
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