MINISTER’S ADVISORY COUNCIL ON SPECIAL EDUCATION (MACSE)
COMMUNICATION: COLLABORATING WITH THE COMMUNITY
February 5-6, 2014
The purpose of this form is to obtain targeted feedback to support discussion at the next MACSE meeting.  Please use this form to gather input on issues related to special education programs and services.
INSTRUCTIONS:

· Please submit the completed form electronically to your MACSE representative by January 23, 2014.

SUBMITTED BY:  Alison Morse and Katie Muirhead  EXCEPTIONALITY/SECTOR: ______Chair_________
                                  (PAAC on SEAC)
 
	SUCCESSFUL PRACTICES
	Community Collaboration Process:

1. MACSE has developed a process to collect information from agencies and organizations for each sector represented on MACSE

2. MACSE members invite contributions prior to each meeting

3. Each MACSE member has the opportunity to share highlights from their sector at the meeting and recorded in the MACSE Minutes
4. MACSE has been interested in improving the effectiveness of SEACs

5. PAAC on SEAC has quick and effective links with most SEACs in Ontario



	CHALLENGES /ISSUES
	1. Several members of PAAC on SEAC are not aware of their MACSE contact, or have not been contacted by a member of MACSE
2. Organizations that make contributions through the Collaboration are unsure what happens to their input and whether their concerns are addressed by the Ministry  
3. The MACSE meeting Highlights and Minutes from October are not yet available
4. PAAC struggles to access Ministry of Education information  to share in a timely manner with SEAC members
5. PAAC has been denied a seat on MACSE. 


	POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS / FUTURE DIRECTIONS
	1. Review the exceptionality sector contact lists to ensure the PAAC members, and other relevant organizations are included

(List of PAAC on SEAC Members attached at end of this report)

2. Provide a transparent process for community collaboration which includes communication back to organizations that provide input through the community collaboration process


	OTHER COMMENTS


	The special education sector is very interested in the work of the Special Education Programs and Policy Branch and MACSE.  The Special Education Update and the MACSE Minutes need to be available in amore timely manner.


	SUCCESSFUL PRACTICES
	Special Education Advisory Committees (SEAC)
1. SEACs are comprised of volunteers, many of whom are parents, and they have a valuable role in the special education system and are a wonderful example of parent engagement

2. Many school boards have developed effective practices to include input from SEAC in the development of special education programs and services.  For example, Wellington Catholic SEAC has regular opportunities to hear directly from school staff and to visit other school boards to see their programs
3. Many boards have also developed processes to ensure SEAC provides timely input into the annual special education plan and budget
4. The Ministry of Education website now includes a section on SEAC and links to resources from school boards across the province



	CHALLENGES /ISSUES
	1. PAAC on SEAC continues to hear from SEAC members who are frustrated in their efforts to obtain special education data and to receive special education plan and budget information in a timely manner.  Minority reports were submitted at the Upper Grand and Hamilton Wentworth boards on these issues.
2. When relationships between SEAC members, Trustees and Administration become adversarial and trust is damaged, it is difficult for SEAC to fulfill mandated obligations.  An atmosphere of intimidation and bullying also impacts the ability to retain and recruit volunteers for SEAC.
3. Recruitment and retention of SEAC members is a challenge, especially outside the major urban areas


	POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS / FUTURE DIRECTIONS
	1. The Ministry of Education could provide more special education data through the website.  This could include numbers of students by exceptionality and board, placement and suspension statistics and provincial results for students with IEPs in provincial testing. 
2. School boards could be more open to sharing data with SEAC members to enhance the quality of advice being provided to the school board.  For example, Thames Valley DSB provides regular updates on special education students, by gender, by grade and in relation to EQAO results.

3. The Ministry of Education could organize provincial or regional training opportunities for SEAC members, and/or resources to be used by the school board.  This would improve consistency in understanding of the role and responsibilities of SEAC members.

4. PAAC on SEAC would welcome the opportunity to work with the Ministry of Education to promote awareness of SEAC and the volunteer opportunity.  A public awareness campaign would be especially helpful as this is an election year for the Trustees and for appointment of SEAC members.
5. PAAC on SEAC has recently added a section on Effective Practices for SEAC Nominations to the PAAC on SEAC Handbook of Effective Practices for SEAC Members at www.paac-seas.ca


	OTHER COMMENTS
	The Ministry of Education could use their website to promote SEAC through the special education and parent engagement section.  Profiles of SEAC members or quotes from SEAC members would add interest.


	SUCCESSFUL PRACTICES
	Consultations
1. PAAC on SEAC has had the opportunity to participate in Ministry consultations on the Mental Health, Supporting Minds Resource Guide and the next Phase for Education: from Great to Excellent and will be consulted on the review of Alternative Programs

2. Several PAAC on SEAC members had the opportunity to attend the session with the Provincial Advocate for Children on Youth on enhancing the voice of children and youth with disabilities; and to present to the Select Committee on Developmental Disabilities


	CHALLENGES /ISSUES
	1. PAAC on SEAC members identified concerns with Supporting Minds and other mental health initiatives that have not given enough focus to the issue of mental health and disability, and the unique challenges of neuro-behavioural disorders, such as Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders
2. PAAC on SEAC members have identified a number of concerns with the programs and services for individuals with developmental disabilities especially as they relate to the transition from school.  Many of the young adults face a life at home without social activities or community engagement

	POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS / FUTURE DIRECTIONS
	1. As part of the mental health initiative resources need to be developed for school staff about the unique mental health challenges of students with disabilities, especially in terms of identification and treatment
2. School boards and their staff need more resources and training related to the needs of students with neuro-behavioural disabilities

3. The review of Alternative Programs for students with developmental disabilities needs to be broadened to increase opportunities for academic learning (Modified IEP programs), and to look at their adult needs for employment and community participation and develop a vision of how school programs can better prepare students for the future

	OTHER COMMENTS


	PAAC on SEAC would encourage Ministry of Education to work closely with other ministries to ensure school programs and transition processes support students with developmental disabilities to be successful contribution members of the community.


List of PAAC on SEAC Members
Association for Bright Children
Website: www.abcontario.ca
SEAC Coordinator seac@abcontario.ca
General Email Inquiries – abcinfo@abcontario.ca
Community Living Ontario
Phone: 416-447-4348
Toll Free: 1-800-278-8025
Website: www.communitylivingontario.ca
E-mail: info@communitylivingontario.ca
Down Syndrome Association of Ontario
Phone: 905-439-6644
Website: www.dsao.ca
E-mail: info@dsao.ca
Easter Seals Ontario
Phone: 416-421-8377
Toll Free: 1-800-668-6252
Website: www.easterseals.org
E-mail: info@easterseals.org
Epilepsy Ontario
Phone: 905-474-9696
Toll Free: 1-800-463-1119
Website: www.epilepsyontario.org
E-mail: info@epilepsyontario.org
Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder Ontario Network of Expertise (FASD ONE)
Website: www.fasdontario.ca
E-mail: info@fasdontario.ca
Integration Action for Inclusion in Education and Community
Phone: 519-624-5195
Website: www.integration-inclusion.com/
Learning Disabilities Association of Ontario 
Phone: 416-929-4311
Website: www.LDAO.ca
E-mail: resource@LDAO.ca
Ontario Association for Families of Children with Communication Disorders (OAFCCD)
Phone: 519-290-1763
Website: www.oafccd.com
Ontario Brain Injury Association 
Phone: (905) 641-8877
Toll Free: 1-800-263-5404
Website: www.obia.ca
Email: obia@obia.on.ca
Ontario Federation for Cerebral Palsy
Phone: 416-244-9686
Toll Free: 1-877-244-9686 (Out of Toronto)
Website: www.ofcp.on.ca
Email: info@ofcp.on.ca
Parents for Children’s Mental Health
Phone 416-220-0742
Website: www.pcmh.ca
E-mail: admin@pcmh.ca
Spina Bifida and Hydrocephalus Association of Ontario
Tel: 416-214-1056
Toll Free: 1-800-387-1575
Website: www.sbhao.on.ca
E-mail: provincial@sbhao.on.ca
Tourette Syndrome Foundation of Canada
Phone: 905-673-2255
Toll Free: 1-800-361-3120
Website: www.tourette.ca
E-mail: tsfc@tourette.ca
VIEWS for children who are blind or have low vision
Phone: 519-616-4397
Website: www.viewson.ca
E-mail: contact@viewson.ca
VOICE for Hearing Impaired Children 
Phone: 416-487-7719
Toll free: 1-866-779-5144
Website: www.voicefordeafkids.com
E-mail: info@voicefordeafkids.com
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