MINISTER’S ADVISORY COUNCIL ON SPECIAL EDUCATION (MACSE)
COMMUNICATION: COLLABORATING WITH THE COMMUNITY
February 2021
The purpose of this form is to obtain targeted feedback to support discussion at the next MACSE meeting.  Please use this form to gather input on issues related to special education programs and services.
INSTRUCTIONS:

· Please submit the completed form electronically to your MACSE representative by January 20, 2021.

SUBMITTED BY:  LDA Ontario


 EXCEPTIONALITY/SECTOR: Learning Disability









                        (Name of Organization)
 
	SUCCESSFUL PRACTICES
	· Ongoing work of the Ontario Human Rights Commission Right to Read Inquiry

· LDA chapters have been able to convert most programs to online format 
· Some parents beginning to see increasing access to EA support for students who are learning virtually.  School boards establishing and communicating routines for such support.
· Availability of academic hubs/online learning hubs for students with an IEP who are learning in-person or virtually

· Gathering of feedback from specific communities (e.g. parents, students in particular geographic regions, minority groups, etc.) to get a sense of their particular and distinct needs
· Sharing of results of the PAAC on SEAC 2020 Survey of SEAC members, including Action Items for improving SEAC functioning. 


	CHALLENGES /ISSUES
	· Parents are reporting only getting access to their SERTs once a week

· Parents are commenting that their child’s IEP’s are slow to get and not up to date
· IEPs not being followed and/or insufficient accommodations being offered for both virtual and in-person learning
· In one school board students with learning disabilities, even in non-Covid times, only have access to a special education teacher for a half hour per week.
· Access to assessment takes too long and parents are frustrated waiting for student support
· Acquiring SEA equipment is a long process and parents need to follow up with the teachers to continue this process

· Students are online all day and their focus and attention is decreasing, especially students with ADHD 
· Lack of recognition/accommodation for the extra cognitive/executive function load on students when the learning environment has drastically changed (for both virtual and in-person school formats)

· Students having to access multiple learning platforms in some school boards
· The fast pace of learning in quadmesters is causing secondary students with LDs to feel overwhelmed and overloaded.

· Teachers haven’t been adequately trained on virtual training + special education support

· Teaching Math virtually, since learning is restricted by the use of traditional teaching methods that do not translate well.
· Parents are expressing that their children are lonely

· Parents are struggling with Work/Life balance

· Parents report poor home/school communication and feel they have no voice despite knowing their child best


	POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS / FUTURE DIRECTIONS
	· Consistent training/coaching for students when learning routines change significantly
· Better planning for alternate methods of accommodation, especially for test-taking, for learning online, or in-class without access to resource rooms
· Consistent and trained use of online learning hubs where SERT and EA support is available
· Planning for catch up in learning for students who have been temporarily restricted to online learning and who have not coped well with the online learning format. .

· Planning for teacher education regarding the teaching of reading based on scientific evidence-based reading intervention approaches

· Planning to implement the recommendations of the Ontario Human Rights Commission Right to Read Inquiry when they are available


	OTHER COMMENTS


	· “It is understood that given the climate, the focus seems to be to just ‘stay above water’, but the fear remains that the students who do not receive the support that they require could potentially ‘drown’.”



