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Open Statement on Bill 33: Supporting Children and Students Act, 2025 

The Learning Disabilities Association of Ontario (LDAO) recognizes the significant implications of 
Bill 33, the Supporting Children and Students Act, 2025, which proposes extensive changes to 
Ontario’s education, child-welfare, and postsecondary systems. 

The legislation introduces new provincial oversight mechanisms, expanded ministerial authority, 
and changes to how school boards are governed and held accountable. It also includes provisions 
related to school climate and safety. The government has framed these measures as steps toward 
improving transparency and accountability; however, many educators, families, and sector 
partners have raised questions about how these shifts could affect responsiveness to local needs, 
decision-making, and student well-being. 

For students with learning disabilities (LDs) and attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder (ADHD), 
governance and oversight frameworks shape access to support, influence perceptions of 
behaviour, and have a direct impact on equity and accountability across Ontario’s education 
system. Emerging research and recent policy reviews, including an upcoming literature review from 
LDAO, highlight that students with LDs and ADHD experience higher rates of anxiety and are often 
subject to bias in how their behaviour is interpreted. As changes to oversight and school-climate 
provisions are considered, frameworks must emphasize mental-health support, bias-aware 
professional learning, and inclusive practices that recognize the continuum of supports needed to 
meet diverse learning needs. This will help prevent accountability reforms from unintentionally 
increasing stress, stigma, or social exclusion for vulnerable students. 

Key considerations for implementation include: 
• Maintain local representation and collaboration to ensure that student needs are reflected 

in decision-making. 
• Design accountability frameworks that enhance, rather than hinder, equitable access to 

individualized, tiered, and a continuum of supports and accommodations. 
• Ensure that school-climate and safety provisions promote belonging and well-being, 

grounded in bias-aware approaches that recognize how the behaviour of students with LDs 
and ADHD can be misunderstood. 

What you can do: 
• Inform yourself by reviewing Bill 33 – Supporting Children and Students Act, 2025 on the 

Legislative Assembly of Ontario website: www.ola.org/en/legislative-
business/bills/parliament-44/session-1/bill-33 

• Stay engaged locally by connecting with your school or district’s Special Education 
Advisory Committee (SEAC) representative to learn how discussions are unfolding in your 
community. 

• Follow LDAO updates at LDAO.ca for additional analysis following the release of our 
upcoming literature review on race, disability, and systemic bias in special education. 

https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-44/session-1/bill-33
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-44/session-1/bill-33
https://ldao.ca/
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LDAO will continue to monitor the progress of Bill 33 and its potential impact on Ontario’s 
education systems, while advocating for practices that strengthen accessibility, inclusion within a 
continuum of placements, accountability, and equitable access to timely assessments, evidence-
based interventions, and tiered supports. 

We remain committed to working collaboratively with school boards, the Ministry of Education, and 
community partners to strengthen outcomes for students with learning disabilities and ADHD. 

Our shared goal is clear: an education system that is accountable, accessible, responsive, and 
equipped to meet the needs of every learner. 

 

 

Dr. Steven Reid 
President & CEO 
Learning Disabilities Association of Ontario 
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