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Executive Director's Message
Happy Friday!
I hope you are all looking forward to this long weekend to celebrate with your
family for Family Day on Monday, February 15th. The bond we share with family
is so special, so why not spend this weekend to have some fun together?
Perhaps you could have a family game night, go to the movies, go skating, or go
out for dinner. Or you could celebrate Valentines Day with that special someone.
Either way, this weekend is all about love: romantic love, love for your family,
love for a friend, even love for your pet! Spend some time with those you love.
At LDAH, 2016 has certainly been an exciting year so far! We were recently
approved for a grant from the Ontario Trillium Foundation to run a new program:
Reading Rocks! This program has been highly successful at our Niagara chapter,
so we are thrilled to be able to bring it to Halton! We are very grateful for this
grant, as it allows us to run the program for at least 3 years. Reading Rocks is a
1:1 literacy program that focuses on three areas of reading: phonics, sight
words, and fluency, and runs for 8 weeks at a time, twice a week. We are now 3
weeks into the program, and will be running it for two more sessions this year
(Spring and Fall). It is being run in 3 sites in Halton (Burlington, Oakville, and
Milton). We are so grateful for the volunteer literacy tutors that work with
children on their reading skills while fostering a fun, interactive learning
environment that builds children's motivation and love of reading. We are also
thankful for our Reading Rocks staff: our 3 site facilitators, Melanie, Miriam, and
Lindsay, and our new program coordinator, Krystal Clements. It is the dedication
and compassion of these individuals that help make this program a success!
Our Assistive Technology class is almost at an end, and it has been very
informative and interactive. Thanks to LearnStyle for providing such useful

training.
We are about halfway through our Winter Beginner Keyboarding class, and as
always students have been making great strides in their keyboarding skills! Our
spring session will be open for registration soon, so stay tuned!
Our Lecture Series has also been well on its way, and we have been getting
great feedback so far on the workshops that we've had which have been
practical and informative for parents, teachers, and all who have attended so far.
Once again, we are so grateful for the Parents Reaching Out Grant we received
from the Ministry of Education to offer these workshops for free! Our next
workshop is coming up soon, so be sure to check it out in our updates below.
We have also been busy planning our annual Solutions for Learning Conference,
Minds that Matter 2. The conference will provide a full day of important
information sharing for parents, educators and other paraprofessionals
connected to individuals diagnosed with Learning Disabilities and/or ADHD. This
year it is on Tuesday, March 22. We hope to see you there!
Along with this event, we will be hosting a very exciting event, A Day with Rick
Lavoie on Saturday May 7th. Rick Lavoie is a world renowned special education
expert, author, and motivational speaker. You don't want to miss it! Read about
it below
I wish you all a very happy Valentines Day and Family Day!
Sincerely,
Katie Jacobs

LDAH Upcoming Events

Lecture Series Free Workshop
Supporting Self-Reliance in Adolescents with LDs and ADHD
Wednesday, February 24th, 2016, 6:30 - 8:30 pm
Queen Elizabeth Park
Community and Cultural Centre
2302 Bridge Road
Oakville, ON

This workshop will look closer at Attention-Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder and how it
may affect adolescents at school and at home. We will look at a specific approach that
will show parents and teachers how to support an adolescent to gradually learn to
become more independent.

Register Now!
Child Minding is available! Registration required
Funded by:

5th Annual Solutions for Learning Conference: Minds That Matter 2
Tuesday, March 22, 8:00 am - 3:15 pm
Holiday Inn Burlington Hotel & Conference Centre
3063 South Service Road, Burlington, ON

This event will provide a full day of important information sharing for parents, educators
and other paraprofessionals connected to individuals diagnosed with Learning
Disabilities and/or ADHD.
Register at www.LDAHalton.ca

A Day with Rick Lavoie
Seminar with World Renowned Special Education Expert, Author, and
Motivational Speaker
Saturday, May 7th, 1:00 - 5:00
Aldershot School

This seminar will explore the relationship between learning difficulties and social
incompetence and will identify the specific causes for specific social skill deficits. Field
tested strategies will be presented that can be used by parents, teachers, coaches and
caregivers to assist students in gaining peer acceptance and developing ageappropriate social skills.

About Rick Lavoie:
Most parents and professionals know Rick through his videos "How Difficult Can This Be?
The F.A.T. City Workshop", "Last One Picked, First One Picked On: The Social Implications
of Learning Disabilities" and “When the Chips are Down: Learning Disabilities and
Discipline”. These classic, award-winning films have brought Rick’s sensitive and compelling
message to countless thousands throughout the world. After viewing the videos, former First
Lady Barbara Bush stated, "You really wowed us! I only wish that every parent and teacher
in the United States today could also see your program."
His recent videos “Beyond F.A.T. City: A Look Back, A Look Ahead” and “It’s So Much Work
to Be Your Friend: Helping the Child with Learning Disabilities Find Social Success” are
among the most widely distributed films in the educational media.
His newest book and PBS DVD on student motivation “The Motivation Breakthrough:
6 Secrets to Turning On the Tuned-Out Child” (2007) were recently released and were

featured in USA Today.

Check out a clip from one of Rick Lavoie's presentations

More About Rick Lavoie:
Experience and Educational Background: Rick Lavoie served as an
administrator of residential programs for children with special needs for 30
years. He holds three degrees in Special Education and two Honorary
Doctorates in Education.
He has served as a consultant on Learning Disabilities to several agencies
and organizations including Public Broadcasting Service, New York Times,
National Center for Learning Disabilities, USA Today, Girl Scouts of
America, Child Magazine, INSTRUCTOR Magazine and National Public
Radio.
In 2009, Rick was the recipient of the Learning Disabilities Associations of
America’s Samuel Kirk award. He has delivered his message to over
500,000 parents and professionals throughout North America, Australia,
New Zealand and Hong Kong.
National Television Appearances: The TODAY Show, CBS Morning
Show, Good Morning America, ABC Evening News, and Walt Disney
Presents
Visit www.ricklavoie.com to learn more!

Program Updates

New Program: Reading Rocks!
LDAH is excited to announce the commencement of our new program,
Reading Rocks!
Reading Rocks is a reading program offered by the Learning Disabilities
Association of Halton in partnership with the Research Institute for Learning
Differences. Reading Rocks is an 8-week one-on-one literacy program for
children and youth 6- 12 years old who require support with their literacy
skills. Through this effective instructional program, children are matched up
with a trained tutor who will adapt a workstation and literacy program
according to the child’s specific needs. Based on research, the program
focuses on four essential literacy concepts, including phonics, sight
words, fluency/comprehension and other literacy areas such as spelling,
grammar and sentence structure. The tutors will develop and implement
hands-on literacy activities to address these areas.
Next sessions are in the Spring and Fall. Stay tuned for program dates.
Information will be added to our website soon.
Please join us in welcoming our new Reading Rocks Program Coordinator:
Krystal Clements. If you would like more information, would like to
volunteer in this program, or register your child, please email her at:
readingrocks@ldahalton.ca
Funded by:

Community Events

Valuable Resources/Information

What Boys Need
A Newsletter from Michael Reist
www.michaelreist.ca
Latest Post: Neurodiversity: The
New Normal

Bridges is a team of passionate professionals drawing from direct experience wit
hin the augmentative communication and school systems, to create effective assi
stive technology (AT) solutions with the best
tools and practices from around the world. Bridges sells,implements and support
s assistive technology
and professional learning services across Canada in both English and French.
The Bridges team is nationally and internationally known as having extensive kn
owledge of Assistive
Technology products, for being a resource to educators and professionals and for
delivering high quality professional learning.

Register now for Bridges free webinars!
Co:WriterUniversal
Supporting Reading and Writing in Google-Land
Snap&Read Universal
Affordable Assistive Technology for ESL
Equals: Transforming math curriculum for special needs students
Symbolize IT with Widgit Symbol Everywhere
Eye gaze in the classroom: "I have to completely rewrite the IEP”
Supporting Complex Instructional Needs in Googleland

Disability Tax Credit
The disability tax credit (DTC) is a non-refundable tax credit that helps
persons with disabilities or their supporting persons reduce the amount of
income tax they may have to pay. For more information, go
to www.cra.gc.ca/dtc
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