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ASSESSMENT DETAILS



ADAPTIVE TESTING – AT A GLANCE

Multistage Computer Adaptive Testing (msCAT):

Adapts to students’ proficiency levels

Incorporates standardization

Enables flexible scheduling

Allows for rapid automated reporting
• Reporting for 2020-21, a field-test year, will focus on individual 

results to support students, parents/guardians and teachers
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MODERNIZED ASSESSMENT
Academic and Applied courses
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ASSESSMENT 
DELIVERY MODEL
Multistage Computer 
Adaptive Testing
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ASSESSMENT DELIVERY MODEL
Multistage Computer Adaptive Testing
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WHO BENEFITS FROM 
DIGITALIZATION?



WHO BENEFITS FROM DIGITALIZATION?

Benefits to Students

Makes the assessment experience more 
student focused.

Allows assessments to be adaptive and 
designed to help reduce test anxiety. 

Includes built-in customization options 
and accommodations.

Allows for the design of more engaging 
assessments, allowing students to 
demonstrate their knowledge and skills 
in new ways.

Presents assessments that are more 
aligned with the digital world we 
live in.

Benefits to Schools

Provides schools with more 
flexibility for the scheduling and 
delivery of the assessments. 

Simplifies the logistics of 
administration.  

Improves the consistency of 
assessment administration while 
increasing security. 

Provides faster and more 
precise results. 

Benefits to the Broader 
Education Community

Broadens the insights EQAO can 
provide about student learning, while 
maintaining reliability of data.

Confirms that EQAO data are 
pertinent to the information needs of 
all stakeholders.

Contributes to a wider array of 
research initiatives related to student 
learning.

Ensures that Ontarians continue to 
receive reliable information about the 
quality of the province's publicly 
funded education system.
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ACCESSIBILITY FEATURES

Students have access to various 
accessibility features to use during the 
test.

Help

Listen – Text Reader

Zoom In

Zoom Out

Line Reader

High Contrast
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HELP

Students have access to a Help 
tool through which they can 
learn how all the accessibility 
features work and see the 
setup of the test sections.
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LISTEN – TEXT READER
The Listen tool allows students 
to listen to the question as it is 
read through their device’s 
speaker. 
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ZOOM IN/ZOOM OUT

Students can zoom in and out of the test screen 
to see questions and images more clearly.
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LINE READER

The Line Reader tool 
allows test-takers to focus 
on one line at a time 
while reading questions 
and other text.
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HIGH CONTRAST
The High Contrast tool will 
significantly increase the 
colour contrast on the test 
window to accommodate 
students requiring visual 
accommodation.
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E-ASSESSMENT TOOLS

Students will have access to various tools and 
resources to use during the assessment.
Tools:

Draw Line Tool
Highlighter
Eraser
Scientific Calculator

EQAO is also considering a tool to enable students 
to flag a question.

Resources:
EQAO Formula Sheet
EQAO English-French and 

French-English Glossaries
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OTHER TOOLS AND MANIPULATIVES

During the assessment, students can have access to the following:

Headphones for listening to 
questions, as required
A pencil, eraser, ruler and paper 
for rough work

Hard copies of the glossaries 
or formula sheets 

An additional scientific calculator

A graphing calculator, with or without 
computer algebra systems

Manipulatives

Virtual applications, including online 
manipulatives or graphing calculators 
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ACCOMMODATIONS AND SPECIAL PROVISIONS 

School administrators, in partnership with teachers, are responsible 
for determining accommodations and special provisions for 
students with special education needs, English Language learners 
and students with special circumstances. 

All students can receive:
• Additional time
• A quiet, individual or small-group setting
• Preferential seating
• Prompts for students who are off task
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ACCOMMODATIONS AND SPECIAL PROVISIONS 

School administrators and 
teachers can create a plan 
to accommodate all 
students who require the 
following:
• Additional time
• A quiet, individual or 

small-group setting
• Preferential seating
• Prompts for students 

who are off task

Accommodations for students with special education 
needs can include the following:
• Extended periodic supervised breaks
• Sign language or an oral interpreter
• A Unified English Braille version with or without the 

audio version
• Additional assistive technology 
• Verbatim scribing of answers

Provisions for English Language Learners can include the 
following:
• Extended periodic supervised breaks
• Digital or paper language resources
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AND SUPPORTS
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SIGN IN
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STUDENT RESOURCES
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STUDENT RESOURCES

Education Quality and Accountability Office



27

BREATHING 
EXERCISE
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CHECKLIST
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REMINDER TO SKIP
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ASSESSMENTS
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PRACTICE
ASSESSMENT
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PRACTICE QUESTIONS
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LIVE ASSESSMENT
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LIVE ASSESSMENT
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
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