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  February 2013

We are well into the swing of 2013 and I have some information to share that has come up since the last SEAC Circular in November.

The Learning Disabilities Association of Ontario (LDAO) SEAC Circular is published 5 times a year, in September, November, February, April and June.

The following are some topics that your SEAC should be looking at in the next couple of months.  As usual action items will be underlined, and summarized at the end. Suggestions for effective practices will appear in red.
Feel free to share any of this information or the attachments with other SEAC members.  As always, when you are planning to introduce a motion for the consideration of SEAC, it is particularly important that you share all related background items with your fellow SEAC reps.

The topics covered by this SEAC Circular:
1. Supreme Court decision on Jeffrey Moore case
2. Clarification of the 34 credit threshold

3. Funding to school boards for IEP improvements
4. Safe and Accepting Schools
5. Transition PPM


List of Supplementary Materials:

Note: You can access these supplementary materials at
www.ldao.ca/about/public-policy-advocacy/seac-circulars/. You can also access Ministry memos by date at: www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/policyfunding/memos/. 
1. Educational Implications of the Jeffrey Moore Supreme Court decision

2. Memo to Directors of Education on 34 credit threshold, Dec. 10, 2012
3. Memo to Directors of Education on IEP funding, Dec. 11, 2012
4. Memo to Directors of Education on Safe & Accepting Schools, January 29, 2013
5. Model Bullying Prevention Plan

6. Stepping Stones pamphlet

7. Memo to Directors of Education on Transition PPM, February 1, 2013
8. Transitions PPM 156

1. Supreme Court decision on Jeffrey Moore case

On November 9, 2012, in a unanimous decision, the Supreme Court of Canada ruled in favour of the appeal of the Moore family, who claimed that their local school district failed to provide the special education supports that Jeffrey Moore, a student with a severe learning disability, needed in order to get meaningful access to general education. LDAO has prepared a summary of educational implications of this decision, which can be shared by LDAO reps with other members of their SEAC. 

2. Clarification of the 34 credit threshold

On December 10, 2012 school boards received a memo clarifying issues in the implementation of the 34 high school credit limit. Among other points the memo stated that students with Individual Education Plans (IEPs) are exempt from the credit limit. It is good to have this clarified. 

3. Funding to school boards for IEP improvements
On December 11, 2012 school boards received a memo stating that “To support the continuous improvement of IEPs, school boards will receive funding of a base amount of $20,000 plus an additional amount based upon the 2012-13 average daily enrolment. We will forward details of the funding amount and deliverables in a transfer payment agreement.”
SEACs can ask how this funding is being used in their school board to support continuous improvement of IEPs.

4. Safe and Accepting Schools
On January 29, 2013 school boards received a memo about resources available to inform the development of Bullying Prevention and Intervention Plans, which school boards are required to put in place as of February 1, 2013. One resource is a draft model plan, attached, and school boards are asked to submit comments and suggestions on the draft to the Ministry. A list of other resources can be found as an appendix to the memo.  
SEACs should have ongoing input into and regular updates on their board’s Bullying Prevention and Intervention Plan, and may wish to provide feedback to their board on the Ministry’s draft model plan. 

In the same January 29, 2013 memo there was reference to a document on understanding youth development. I have attached a short pamphlet, and the full document can be accessed at www.ontario.ca/steppingstones. 

5. Transition PPM
The long awaited new PPM on transitions has been released.  The accompanying memo, dated February 1, 2013, explains that in order to ensure that the development of student transition plans are effectively incorporated as part of the IEP, the ministry is providing school boards with a period to implement the requirements of PPM 156, until September 2, 2014. Transitions covered by this PPM are meant for all students with an IEP, including those identified on the basis of giftedness only.  Transition plans are meant to cover a variety of types of transitions, not just transition out of secondary schooling.  School boards should be consulting their SEACs as they plan over the next year how they will implement the requirements of PPM 156.
A copy of PPM 156 is attached, or you can access it at:  www.edu.gov.on.ca/extra/eng/ppm/ppm156.pdf 
ACTION ITEMS
· LDAO SEAC reps can share LDAO’s Educational Implications of the Jeffrey Moore Supreme Court decision with other members of their SEAC.
· SEACs can ask how funding announced in December 2012 is being used in their school board to support continuous improvement of IEPs.
· SEACs should have ongoing input into and regular updates on their board’s Bullying Prevention and Intervention Plan, and may wish to provide feedback to their board on the Ministry’s draft model plan.
· School boards should be consulting their SEACs as they plan over the next year how they will implement the requirements of PPM 156.
· Review PAAC on SEAC Calendar.
Questions?  E-mail Diane Wagner at dianew@LDAO.ca or call (416) 929-4311 Ex. 22
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