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The Learning Disabilities Association of Ontario (LDAO) SEAC Circular is published 5 times a year, in September, November, February, April and June.

The following are some topics that your SEAC should be looking at. Action items and/or recommendations for effective practices will be underlined.

Feel free to share any of this information or the attachments with other SEAC members.  As always, when you are planning to introduce a motion for the consideration of SEAC, it is particularly important that you share all related background items with your fellow SEAC reps.


The topics covered by this SEAC Circular:
1. Provincial and Demonstration Schools Consultation

2. Special Needs Strategy Updates
3. Parents Reaching Out (PRO) Grants

List of Supplementary Materials:
1. Letter to Students & Families – Consultation
2. English Demonstration Schools Discussion Paper & Survey Questions
3. Coordinated Service Planning Implementation Update
4. Update on Integrated Delivery of Rehabilitation Services

Note: You can access the SEAC Circular and supplementary materials at
www.ldao.ca/about/public-policy-advocacy/seac-circulars/. 
You can access Ministry memos by date at: http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/policyfunding/memos/

1. Provincial and Demonstration Schools Consultation
The Ministry of Education has begun a consultation with students, families, staff, education partners and community partners on the English language Demonstration schools (for students with severe learning disabilities), Centre Jules-Leger French language Provincial & Demonstration school, and the Robarts School for the Deaf in London. Information, including FAQs and discussion papers can be found at www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/parents/consult_pds.html
I have attached a copy of the letter to parents and students, and also a document that contains the discussion paper, background information and survey questions for the consultation on English language Demonstration schools (Amethyst Demonstration School in London, Trillium Demonstration School in Milton, and Sagonaska Demonstration School in Belleville). 
Please distribute this information to parents of students with learning disabilities, so they can provide input into what they believe students with LDs need in order to be successful. The survey questions, which can be answered online (Survey), are:

· What knowledge and skills do English Demonstration School students need to have when they leave school?

· What are the best ways to prepare English Demonstration School students to enter the workforce, postsecondary education or other pathways and become productive and actively engaged citizens?

· Moving forward, what programs and services would provide a positive experience for English Demonstration School students and their families?
· Do you have any further comments you would like to add?
The survey does not directly ask what programs, services and supports students with LDs require (e.g. intensive evidence-based interventions) in order to achieve the necessary knowledge and skills and become productive citizens. However, there is room to include such information in answers to the questions given, or in the further comments section. 

2. Special Needs Strategy Updates
As part of the Special Needs Strategy, communities across the province have developed plans to improve the coordination of services for children and youth with complex and/or multiple needs, and for integrated rehabilitation services (including speech/language and OT services).  In May 2015 LDAO sent a response to the Assistant Deputy Ministers responsible for the Special Needs Strategy at the Ministries of Education, Child & Youth Services, Community & Social Services, and Health & Long Term Care.  In addition, the LDAO response was sent to the local Coordinated Service Planning Chairs. The LDAO response was included in the June 2015 SEAC Circular.
The local community plans for Coordination of Services for children and youth with complex and/or multiple needs were submitted in June 2015 and the community plans for Integration of Rehabilitation Services were submitted at the end of October 2015. The attached documents outline the latest plans for implementation.  
The Ministry of Children & Youth Services will be working with local coordinating agencies leading the coordinated service planning processes for children and youth with complex and/or multiple needs.
All four ministries will be working with experts and service providers to develop and provide Program Guidelines and Performance Measures for Integrated Delivery of Rehabilitation Services, which will be released in spring 2016. These will guide planning for implementation of the local service delivery plans, to come into effect in 2017-18.

Since speech-language, physiotherapy and occupational therapy services for school age students will be affected by the final designs for delivery of services, SEAC members should ask for ongoing updates on their school board’s involvement in local discussions. 

3. Parents Reaching Out (PRO) Grants
Through PRO Grants, the Ministry of Education aims to support local parent-led projects that encourage student learning and promote well-being. This initiative can provide a good opportunity for SEACs to partner with their Parent Involvement Committees. 
Grant applications for the 2016-17 school year are now open and will be accepted until May 29, 2016.
PAAC on SEAC’s 2015-16 PRO grant project to update the PAAC on SEAC Handbook and create online modules for SEAC training, is proceeding well. A reminder to SEAC members that we are looking for examples of school board policies and procedures for submitting and responding to Minority Reports.
Questions?  Email Diane Wagner at dianew@LDAO.ca or call (416) 929-4311 Ex. 22
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