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Online Conference on What the Promised National Accessibility Law Should Include 

On August 22, 2017, the Alliance for an Inclusive Accessible Canada, a coalition of 12 national 

disability organizations, convened a cross-country online conference on recommended scope of 

a proposed Canadian accessibility law. The conference was chaired by AODA Alliance Chair 

David Lepofsky, and experts from Canada, the U.S., Israel and Switzerland shared ideas on 

what Canada can learn from experience with accessibility laws here and abroad. In attendance 

were the federal Minister for People with Disabilities, Carla Qualtrough, and the federal Deputy 

Minister of Labour, Lori Sterling (Carla Qualtrough has since been replaced by Kent Hehr). The 

provincial ministers who brought in Ontario's AODA and Manitoba's Accessibility for Manitobans 

Act discussed what they got right in their laws, and what, with hindsight, they would do 

differently. The persons who conducted Ontario's two Independent Reviews of the AODA, 

Charles Beer in 2010 and Mayo Moran in 2014, each discussed what they had recommend to 

the Federal Government based on Ontario's experience with the AODA's implementation and 

enforcement.  

A video of the conference can be viewed at www.youtube.com/watch?v=94PEEbhI4TU  

 

AODA Education Accessibility Standard 

The Ministry of Education, in partnership with the Ministry of Advanced Education & Skills 

Development and the Accessibility Directorate of Ontario is working to establish a Standards 

Development Committee for an AODA Education Accessibility Standard. A survey was set up in 

June to look at the possible scope of the committee’s mandate, and the deadline for 

participation in the survey was extended to October 17, 2017.  LDAO submitted a response that 

can be read on our website at www.ldao.ca/ldao-services/public-policy-advocacy/responses-

and-letters/.  

 

OHRC Consultation on Guidelines on Accessible Education Revision  

The Ontario Human Rights Commission (OHRC) is preparing to revise its Guidelines for 

Accessible Education, which were last amended in 2009. LDAO was involved in a preliminary 

consultation, and submitted a response that can be read on our website at www.ldao.ca/ldao-

services/public-policy-advocacy/responses-and-letters/.  The Ministry’s Advisory Committee on 

Special Education (MACSE) discussed ideas for the revision at their October meeting. 
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Update on Integrated Delivery of Rehabilitation Services 

The Ministries involved in the Special Needs Strategy (EDU, MCYS & MOHLTC) have pressed 

the reset button on the planning for Integrated Delivery of Rehabilitation Services. Local steering 

committees have been asked to discontinue working on their final proposals for integrating 

services.  Instead, the ministries will establish a provincial advisory group of clinical experts, 

sector partners and education stakeholders to provide advice to the ministries on a tiered 

service delivery model. On April 1, 2018, contracts for rehabilitation services will be moved from 

Local Health Integration Networks (LHINs) to Children’s Treatment Centres. Services currently 

provided by District School Boards, e.g. occupational therapy, physiotherapy and speech-

language pathology, will remain in place. The ministries’ plan during the transition is to maintain 

service continuity for children and their families who are receiving or waiting for these services. 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 


