Important Points about PPM 8

Identification of and Program Planning for Students with Learning Disabilities

· The revised PPM 8 replaces the original 1982 PPM 8.
· the revised PPM 8 reflects the advancement in research and developments in special education policies and school board practices in supporting students with learning disabilities.
· the revised PPM 8 provides the Ministry’s definition of the term learning disability, which must be used by an IPRC in identifying students who have learning disabilities.
· the Ministry’s definition is for identification of students in the school system, which is not the same as diagnosis of learning disability(ies). A diagnosis is necessary for accommodations in postsecondary settings. 
· the revised PPM 8 uses the term learning disabilities (plural) except for the definition.
· School boards should follow the approach outlined in the Assessments section when identifying students with learning disabilities.
· The Program Planning section is to be used for students with identified learning disabilities but can also be used for other students with similar difficulties.
· For students with learning disabilities, “high-quality, evidence-based assessment and instruction are systematically provided and respond to an individual student’s strengths and needs” and “systematic, sequential instructional approaches use specific instructional interventions of increasing intensity to address targeted learning needs” (italics added). Research has shown that intensive, individualized, evidence-based interventions are important to the success of students with learning disabilities. 
· The requirements of the revised PPM 8 will take effect January 2, 2015.
